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DETAILED ACTION 

The following office action is in response to the preliminary amendment filed on August 10, 
2006. Claims 1-8 are pending and have been amended. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Oto et al (JP 
06-332602). 

As to independent claim 1, Oto et al teach touch screen-type input device (paragraph 
0024, item 21 is the touch display) comprising: a touch screen comprising a display panel on 
which multiple button patterns can be variably displayed for multiple input purposes and a touch 
panel for detecting information for contact position onto the display panel (paragraph 0024); a 
transparent button sheet disposed on the touch screen and having a shape to enable a user to 
recognize a position of each button in each button pattern on the display panel using sense of 
touch (Fig. 4, paragraphs 0024 and 0033); and a control means for determining which button in 
the button pattern displayed on the display panel was pressed down according to position 
information from the touch panel (paragraphs 0024; 0033 and constitution). 

As to dependent claim 5, limitations of claim 1, and further comprising, Oto et al teach 
wherein the transparent button sheet has a shape with convexities and concavities, and each of 
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the convexities corresponds to each button displayed on the display panel, while each of the 
concavities corresponds to the boundary between each button (Fig. 4, paragraph 0024). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 2-4 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Oto et al 
as applied to claims 1 and 5, and further in view of Miyazawa (JP 09-62448). 

As to dependent claim 2, limitations of claim 1, further comprising: Oto et al do not 
teach a click sensation providing means for providing a click sensation for a user when a button 
on the touch screen is pressed down. Miyazawa teaches in paragraph 0007 a click sensation 
providing means for providing a click sensation for a user when a button on the touch screen is 
pressed down. It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to include the click sensation as taught by Miyazawa into Oto et al to indicate the 
depression of a key to the user (constitution and paragraph 0007 of Miyazawa). 

As to dependent claim 3, limitations of claim 2, and further comprising, Miyazawa 
teaches wherein the click sensation providing means is a mechanical switch disposed under the 
display panel and that provides a click sensation for a user by being pressed down via the display 
panel when the user presses down the touch screen (paragraphs 0007, 0014 and 0015). 

As to dependent claim 4, limitations of claim 2, and further comprising, Miyazawa 
teaches wherein the control means is connected to the click sensation providing means and 
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outputs a button signal showing which button was pressed down when the control means 
receives position information from the touch panel and a signal indicating that the click sensation 
providing means was activated (paragraphs 0007, 0014 and 0015). 

As to independent claim 6, see limitations of claims 1-4, above. 

5. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Oto et al (JP 06- 
332602) in view of Ishibashi et al (JP 2000-30010). 

As to independent claim 7, Oto et al teaches limitations as shown in claim 1, however, 
Oto et al does not teach a multifunctional remote controller. Ishibashi et al teach a 
multifunctional remote controller in paragraph 0013-0017 for operating multiple home electrical 
appliances. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include a multi-functional remote controller as taught by Ishibashi et al 
with Oto et al to enable a user friendly remote controller with a touch panel. 

6. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Oto et al (JP 06- 
332602) in view of Lundqvist (US 6,424,844). 

As to independent claim 8, Oto et al teaches all as shown in claim 1, however Oto et al 
do not explicitly teach a portable telephone. Lundqvist teaches in col. 5, lines 20-24, a portable 
telephone comprising a touch screen display. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to include the portable telephone as taught by 
Lundqvist with Oto et al as the portable telephone comprising a touch panel enables various 
types of communication for the user. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to SRILAKSHMI K. KUMAR whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7769. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:00 am to 4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sue Lefkowitz can be reached on 571 272 3638. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Srilakshmi K Kumar/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2629 

June 15, 2009 
SKK 



